
CHRIS LAFOUNTAIN
This will be Chris’s third time participating in SiLP. He was lucky 
enough his first two times to be picked by the school that eventually  
won the Robin Pell award. He describes this time of year as “Christmas 
in June!” he is very excited to be involved again He doesn’t mind any 
role but would prefer to be loud/wild/crazy while on camera.

CHRISTOPHER D’ANDRE WILLIAMS

DREW BENWARE
Drew Benware is currently the Director of Choral Activities for the Sa-
ranac Lake High School where he conducts four choirs, teaches small 
group vocal lessons, and serves as music director for the annual musi-
cal. He has been active in many aspects of musical theater productions 
on both the community and collegiate levels in such venues as the 
Lake Placid Center for the Arts, Ithaca College’s Dillingham Center, and 
the Hangar Theatre. This is his fourth appearance with the Sleepless in 
Lake Placid Film Competition.

ELISSA KLIE
Elissa Klie is originally a Jersey girl, but is now living in Manhattan 
pursuing a career in acting.  She graduated from Ithaca College in 2011 
with a degree in Television/Radio, while simultaneously learning the 
Meisner Technique at the Actor’s Workshop of Ithaca.  She currently 
studies in NYC at the Thomas G. Waites Acting Studio and has started 
improv classes with the Upright Citizens Brigade.  She loves playing 
basketball, shooting guns, and spending time with her 2-year-old choc-
olate lab, and is totally excited to be part of SiLP for a 3rd time!!
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EYDON SARA THOMASHOW
Eydon Sara Thomashow is excited to be back at SILP.  She is currently 
a sophomore at Saranac Lake High School.  She has performed with 
Les Grands Ballet Canadiens, SUNY Plattsburgh, North Country Ballet 
Ensemble and Community Theatre Players.  Most recent role was Little 
Red Riding Hood from Into the Woods directed by Sunny Rozakis. Ey-
don Sara studies ballet at the Lake Placid School of Ballet and French 
Academie of Ballet in NYC, voice with Timothy Morningstar and Drew 
Benware and guitar with Steve Lester. Summer programs attended 
include the American Ballet Theatre, NY, UNCSA and Long Lake Camp 
of the Arts. She is a free spirit, loves her banjo, guitar, hanging out with 
friends and her shades. 

JESSICA MARSHALL
Jessica Marshall is an actress, web show host and figure skater. She 
has spent most of her life performing, whether it be in front of an audi-
ence, in front of a camera, or in front of her cats (who just think she’s 
silly). Credits include “Mona Lisa Smile” and “Reel Inspiration” on Guide-
posts.org. This will be her fourth year volunteering with SiLP and she is 
very excited to participate once again!

KARINTHA GRUNE
I have been acting since the age of 6 in both amateur and professional 
productions, including A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat and Hansel and Gretel. I have been 
trained in acting at Hobart and William Smith Colleges and New York 
University.

MATHEW L. CANTORE
Mat is an Albany area native with both stage and film credits.  This 
will be Mat’s 5th consecutive year as a Sleepless actor, and he looks 
forward to replicating the success of last year’s award-winning short, 
“Chet’s Pet,” written and produced by RIT.  Mat knows his way around 
the competition on and off camera, and can offer assistance in many 
ways to any team beyond appearing on screen.  Mat currently serves as 
a co-adviser to the HVCC student theatre club and campus newspaper. 
Most recent film credits include John Smith/Brother Lee in “The Veil,” 
written and directed by Julie Casper-Roth, and a lead in the zombie-
themed music video for “You’re Dead To Me” by Rent-A-Rocker.  Mat 
can’t wait to see who he works with and what the 2013 competition 
brings, and will see you in Lake Placid!



KELLY D. STRACK
Kelly is a Lake Placid native and looking forward to her second year par-
ticipating in the 2012 Lake Placid Film Forum.  During her high school 
years she participated in numerous school musicals and plays. She ob-
tained her B.A. in Studio Art from the International Academy of Design in 
Tampa, Florida.

JANUARY JANVIER
January Janvier is an up and coming young actress from Upstate NY. 
An eclectic talent, she has performed in a myriad of theatrical, film, 
television, music video and internet productions. These include the roles 
of Desdemona in Shakespeare’s Othello; Celia in Shakespeare’s As You 
Like It; the leading role of Harriet in the film The Veil; an extra in Ang 
Lee’s film Taking Woodstock, among many others. January is also an 
experienced singer and musician.

MICHAEL FISHER
Michael studied acting and film at New York University and in Vermont 
with acting teacher Richard Waterhouse. He has appeared in numerous 
commercials and short films. He is excited to be returning to act in the 
SiLP competition after enjoying past roles in “Cameron and Steph,” “Me 
Too,” “Maple Conspiracy Syrup” and “Ripple.” 

SAL FUSCO
Sal was born in the Bronx and grew up mainly in Yonkers, NY. His first 
involvement in entertainment was as a DJ in the late 80’s. Sal was 
inspired to become an actor in 1993 because of the movie ‘A Bronx 
Tale’, and his passion for the business quickly grew. He eventually went 
behind the scenes in theatre, television, and film as a production techni-
cian. Along with acting, Sal enjoys directing and producing films, sing-
ing, and has even experimented in music by producing a few songs. 
He has a degree in Communications from SUNY Albany, with a minor 
in Theatre. Sal is known for doing cartoon character voices and imper-
sonations, such as Joe Pesci. Sal parted from the business in 2005 for 
five years, and returned in the winter of 2010 to perform in upstate NY 
in the stage tour of Tony n Tina’s Wedding. After doing the show he was 
reunited with his passion for the industry. In 2012 he released Off Limits, 
a short film he created, produced, directed and starred in.



SOOZIE LEUBERT
Soozie manages a recreational & healing retreat on nearby Rainbow 
Lake where her most recent passion is Standup Paddleboarding. In 
recent years she has found herself on stage in odd costumes: ghostly 
Grandma Tzeitel in Fiddler on the Roof, a singing nun in The Sound 
of Music, & a sleazy jazz babe in Chicago the Musical. Her emotional 
intensity & contagious enthusiasm add depth & spice to any situation. 
This will be her fourth Sleepless in Lake Placid, in addition to a Sleep-
less in Burlington,VT. Each of her films has won best film, audience 
choice or both awards. She hopes to continue on this winning streak 
while having a ton of fun again this year!

VERONICA MONTES
Veronica Montes is returning for her third year, unfortunately she missed 
last year, and is excited to participate in such a fun and exciting event 
again.  The two previous years she played a dead woman in a tub and a 
waitress.  She studied drama at SUNY Albany, starred as “The Witch” in 
Into the Woods last year and was a Billy Girl in Chicago the year before, 
both at the Lake Placid Center for the Arts in Lake Placid, NY.  Veronica 
is a fan of the arts, and enjoys acting, singing, and dancing and looks 
forward to whatever this year’s Sleepless in Lake Placid may have in 
store for her.
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