
Featuring 
Parker Posey & Hal Holbrook

courtney hunt, jay parini, william kennedy, 
jason kliot, joana vicente, linda reisman, russell 

banks, geoffrey alan rhodes, aaron woolf, 
carole hart

Kathleen Carroll, artistic director

“Sleepless in lake placid”
Barry Snyder, supervising producer

shorts and featurettes (includes “north country shorts”) 
throughout the program

Individual Films - 10 dollars
“Conversation” with the authors - 10 dollars
Box Office opens one hour prior to showtime
Panel Discussion - free and open to the public

Mirror Lake In
Resort and Spa

Mirror Lake Inn
Resort and Spa
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                                                                                             The Lake Placid Film Forum 

     Unfettered by the farrago of paparazzi and set in the pictur-
     esque and secluded Adirondack Mountains, the Lake Placid 
     Film Forum is a unique event where industry professionals 
     can come together.  Here the public find the films and their
     representatives accessible, and students and emerging artists
     are provided educational opportunities.

The LPFF was co-founded in 2000 by author Russell Banks, former New York Daily News Crit-
ic Kathleen Carroll and artist Naj Wikoff.  The non-profit organization “The Adirondack Film 
Society” was formed that year with the LPFF as its annual and principal program.  The films 
are selected by Artistic Director Kathleen Carroll, with artistic support from Russell Banks, the 
counsel of a Board of Directors, and Project Specialist T J Brearton.  

                                                            The Robin Pell Award
      The late Robin Pell was involved with the Lake Placid  
      Film Forum from its creation as an extremely pro-ac
      tive board member of the Adirondack Film Society.
      Several years ago, an award was established in his 
name by his wife Anitra Pell, his goddaughter Helen Burnham and filmmaker Ruth Sergel. 
The award, designed to encourage and support emerging filmmakers from the North-
east, has most recently been presented to SUNY Purchase, the winning team of students 
in the 2010 Sleepless in Lake Placid 24-Hour Filmmaking Competition. The award will 
again be presented to the winning team of filmmaking students in the 2011 competition.

Sleepless in Lake Placid

The sensational 24-hour student filmmaking com-
petition is back for it’s fifth year.  This year Ithaca 
College, SUNY Oswego, Syracuse University, Marist 
College, and Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
compete for the Robin Pell Award by making the 
best ten minute film they can within the time frame.  
 “Crazy,  fun, and exciting. What a great opportunity.”

                             - Christina Kolozsvary, competing Syracuse student, 2009

Thank you to all the guests, members, volunteers, and 
patrons who contributed to this event.  Without you 

the 2011 Lake Placid Film Forum would not have been 
possible.

Thanks to our Grantors and Underwriters:  
Essex County Board of Supervisors, The New York State Council for the Arts, 

 and Gary & Karen Dake.

A very special thanks to: Reg Clark and family at the Palace Theatre, Lisa McWilliams, 
Margo Fish, Aaron Hobson, Dava Clement, The Lake Placid Visitor’s Bureau, The Pines 
of Lake Placid, Gary Smith & Northwoods Inn, Tom Broderick & Northwood School, Na-
dine Duhaime and Doug Lansing at the LPCA, Mike McCreadie, Sunny Rozakis, Mary 
Newman, Ed Huber, Stewart’s Shoppes, Kevin Craig West, Jordan Craig, Adam Gardam, 
Patrick Jones, Alan’s Crew, Faculty Advisors to the student filmmakers, Asbury Shorts & 
Doug LeClaire, Joe & Vicki Celeste, Tony & Ellena Lucas, and Anitra Pell - thank you. 

Cover Image and Design by Aaron Hobson.  All other images provided by filmmakers 
and presenters, or by Lake Placid Film Forum.

Program, Newsletter, and Website:  T J Brearton, Jordan Craig, Patrick Jones
Printing:  The UPS Store in Lake Placid - thanks, Jeff and Debbie

Board of Directors:              Artistic director:                               Operations:
 John B. Huttlinger, Jr.               Kathleen Carroll                     Jordan craig
 Nelson Page                                                                                          Adam Gardam
 Alan Hofmanis                       Project specialist:                                 
 Gary Dake                                       T J Brearton                                     Volunteer
 Anitra Pell                                                                                            Coordinator:
 Anthony Lucas             Ed Huber



LETTERS FROM THE BIG MAN
Written and Directed by Christopher Munch
Cast: Lily Rabe, Jason Butler Harner, Isaac C. Singleton, Jr.
USA, 2011, 105 min  Friday, 2:00 pm - LPCA

Writer-director Christopher Munch quietly records the experiences of 
Sally Smith, a hydrologist who fearlessly ventures into the spectacular 
Southeast Oregon wilderness alone. Played briskly by Lily Rabe, the 
self-sufficient outdoors woman is trying to escape the pain of a broken 
romance while completing a stream survey for the Forest Service. At 
first she’s only dimly aware of another presence. For watching her every 
move is a seemingly gentle Sasquatch or Bigfoot, the mythical ape-like 
creature that is alleged to inhabit the Pacific Northwest. Munch not only 
captures the tranquil beauty of this unique location, he succeeds in cer-
tain moments in conveying the mystical attraction of nature. That his 
solitary heroine might prefer to continue hanging out with a creature 
that never invades her space makes perfect sense especially when you 
see that her job also requires her to listen to conservationists and log-
ging company representatives bicker with each other the future use of 
this paradise on earth.
 (Kathleen Carroll)   

RISE
Directed by Lisa Lax and Nancy Stern Winter 
Featuring: Brian Boitano, Patricia Clarkson, Dakota Fanning
USA, 2011, 77 min  Friday, 6:00 pm - Palace Theatre

In 1961 a horrific airplane crash killed all 72 people on board, including 18 members of the U.S. World Figure 
Skating team along with their coaches and members of their families. This unusually poignant documentary
     measures the impact of that terrible loss on the families of the victims
     and those who  were charged with the task of helping to rebuild the
     sport of figure skating in this country. Dick Button, Peggy Fleming, Ten
     ley Albright, Scott Hamilton, Dorothy Hamill, Carol Heiss Jenkins, Brian
     Boitano and others all speak from the heart about such victims of the
     crash as the legendary coach Maribel Vinson Owen and her daughter, 
     the then U.S. National Champion, Laurence Owen. One image brings
     tears to the eyes, a shot of the debri-
     filled crash site with a figure skate 
     in the foreground. In short if you 
     love figure skating, this is one film 
     you do not want to miss.   

Friday June 17
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“So much of selling a film in the industry is about creating a 
fulcrum where all the pressure comes to bear and something 
seems suddenly valuable and approved by an audience. It’s 
amazing how people could pick up tons of films on the cheap 
but they don’t because they wait until everything is laid out 
for them.”

Whit Stillman was born in 1952 and raised in Cornwall 
in upstate New York, the son of a impoverished débu-
tante from Philadelphia and a Democratic politician from 
Washington D.C.  He graduated from Harvard in 1973 and 
started out as a journalist in Manhattan, New York City.

In 1980, Whit met and married his wife while on an assign-
ment in Barcelona, where he was introduced to some film 
producers from Madrid and persuaded them that he could 
sell their films to Spanish-language television in the USA. He 
worked for the next few years in Barcelona and Madrid as a 
sales agent for directors Fernando Trueba and Fernando Co-
lomo, and acting in their films playing comic Americans as in 
Trueba’s SAL GORDA.

Special Guests Whit Stillman

Stillman wrote the screenplay for Metropolitan (1990) between 1984 and 1988 while running an illustrat-
ing agency in New York and financed the film from the proceeds of selling his apartment for $50,000 as 
well as contributions from friends and relatives. Barcelona (1994) was inspired by his own experiences 
in Spain during the early 1980’s, which was his first studio financed film. For The Last Days of Disco 
(1998) was loosely based on his travels and experiences in various nightclubs in Manhattan, and pos-
sibly at the Studio 54.                                                                                                                          (Matt Patay)

Nancy Savoca

A graduate of NYU Film School, Nancy Savoca was an over-
night sensation as a screenwriter and a director. Her first film, 
“True Love,” an endearingly funny sociological study of an 
Italian-American wedding ceremony, won the 1989 Grand 
Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival. It ultimately made 
Entertainment Weekly’s list of “The 50 Greatest Independent 
Films of All-Time.” Savoca, whose writing partner is her hus-
band, Richard Guay, would continue to captivate audiences 
with such films as “Dogfight” and “Household Saints,” both 
of which starred one of the independent film world’s most 
reliable and beloved actresses - Lili Taylor.  “Union Square,” 
Savoca’s newest film, will be released in the near future... 
      (Kathleen Carroll)



MINEVILLE 
Written and Directed by Lori Kelly-Bailey
Cast: Cuyle Carvin, Paul Sorvino, William Sadler, Jamie Tis-
dale
USA, 2011, 90 min  Thursday, 6:00 pm - Palace Theatre

Based on actual events, Mineville presents the rise and fall 
of the iron ore mining industry in New York State at the turn 
of the century. We follow the lives of several Irish and Italian 
immigrant families struggling to survive the dangers of an 
unregulated industry. Michael O’Roarke, a miner, pursues  
equality, justice, and safer working conditions for all immi-
grant workers whose lives hang in the balance, with slim 
chance of seeing the light of another day.  With grit and re-
alism, Mineville plumbs the depths of the fear, claustropho-
bia, courage and determination of Michael and those like 
him. This is the story of drawing iron ore up from the belly 
of the earth, a fitting allegory to the industrial workers of 
this country who built the skeletal foundation of America.
    (Lori Bailey, T J Brearton)

Thursday June 16

110%
Director: Cara Perlman 
Featuring: Jessica Jerome, Alissa Johnson, Lindsey Van
USA, 2010, 58 min  Thursday, 8:30 PM - Palace Theatre

3

They can fly off a ski jump with the greatest of ease. But as director Cara Perlman reveals in this remarkably 
frank documentary, the members of the U.S. Women’s Ski Jumping team have not had an easy time of it. The 
team members, who include world champion Lindsey Van, had to “put in 110%” to even be able to compete 
in a high risk sport that offers little financial support. At the same time, they were trying to convince the Inter-
national Olympic Commitee that women ski jumpers should be allowed to compete in the Vancouver Winter 
Olympics. Unlike the usual glossed over television profiles of Olympic athletes, this film gives one a real sense 
of the pressure-cooker atmosphere and personal heartbreaks experienced by these dedicated women, one of 
whom admits she is “still afraid of heights.”                                           (Kathleen Carroll)
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Allan Nicholls

Allan Nicholls is an actor, director, producer, writer, and composer.  He 
is also one of the funniest men in show-biz.  Allan has joined us for the 
Sleepless in Lake Placid brouhaha before ... and things haven’t been the 
same since.  His vast experience, good humor and keen insight will make 
him a fair and invaluable judge.  Allan’s repertoire of films, acted in, com-
posed for and directed include Slap Shot, Bob Roberts, A Perfect Couple 
and Nashville, where he we worked with Robert Altman composing the 
soundtrack.  Allan knows film from soup to nuts, and will make an in-
comparable jury member.

James Tolkan

James Tolkan will participate as a judge for “Sleepless in Lake Placid.”  
The jury reviews the student films created over a 24 hour period and se-
lects one for the Robin Pell Emerging Filmmaker Award.  Tolkan, of Back 
to the Future fame (“Eat lead, Slackers!!), has had an incredible, wide 
ranging and fruitful career as an actor, appearing in such classic films as 
Serpico, WarGames, Split Decisions, and Top Gun.   He lives somewhere 
tucked away in the Adirondacks, quite possibly with a shotgun.  Watch 
out, slackers.

Paul Hardart
Paul Hardart will also serve on the jury.  Prior to forming Adiron-
dack Pictures, Paul created and co-ran, with Claudia Gray, Uni-
versal Focus, the specialty film division of Universal Pictures from 
1999-2002. During his tenure, they oversaw the release of such 
award-winning films as Being John Malkovich, Pitch Black, Nurse 
Betty and Billy Elliot.  With Adirondack pictures, Paul has executive 
produced such films as Beyond the Gates, and the ground-break-
ing Mary and Max.  Paul is a judge who certainly knows good film.
       (T J Brearton)

Judges for Sleepless In Lake Placid

The Mineville screening will be attended by 
the director and several cast members for a 
Q&A.  Forms will be distributed for audience 
“test screening” feedback. 

In Person:  Director Cara Perlman, Produc-
er Susan West, Athlete Alissa Johnson.

Festival premiere!



DOGFIGHT
Director: Nancy Savoca
Cast: River Phoenix, Lili Taylor, Holly Near
USA, 1991, 99 min
Saturday, 6:15 pm - Lake Placid Center for the Arts

Fresh out of boot camp, the young Marines in director Nancy Savoca’s gently observant film are determined 
to act like macho men on their last night before shipping out to Vietnam. For their final night of freedom 
they have come up with a sadistic idea for a competition they call a “dogfight.” They have pooled their mon-
ey together which they plan to give to whoever shows up with the ugliest date that night. Corporal Eddie 
Birdlace, an angry, painfully inexperienced Marine, played by the late River Phoenix, persuades Rose Fenny, 
a shy, lonely young waitress to be his date. Played with endearing candor by Lili Taylor, Rose erupts when she 
learns the truth about the competition. Even so the two of them tentatively become more than just friends 
as Rose introduces Eddie to the music of Joan Baez, her personal heroine, and gives the foolishly naive Ma-
rine some much-needed sensitivity training.              (Kathleen Carroll)

First came “Metropolitan,” writer-director Whit Stillman’s witty take on the lives of of the Park Avenue set.
Then “Barcelona,” a film inspired by Stillman’s own experiences as an American living in Spain. The third film 
in Stillman’s so-called Yuppie Trilogy, “The Last Days of Disco,” revisits Manhattan just as the disco craze is 
about to end. Writing once again from his own personal experiences, Stillman recreates the era of Studio 
54 with deadpan accuracy and tart humor right down to the suddenly quaint-looking land lines and type-
writers in the offices. The Ivy League characters in this case are as self-involved as ever, but they’re living in 
dismal railroad apartments as they try to make it in New York, a city where one’s social status now depends 
on being able to get into the right disco. Kate Beckinsale seems to revel in her role as a mean girl of the early 
80’s who’s constantly putting down her best friend (Chloe Sevigny) with withering comments. Chris Eige-
man, Stillman’s go-to actor, is cast this time as a key employee of a hot disco that seems to automatically ban 
anyone working in advertising.                                       (Kathleen Carroll)

The LPFF will also be screening scenes from Stillman’s new comedy of manners, “Damsels in Distress,” which 
stars Greta Gerwig and Adam Brody. 
  
 This screening will be followed by a brief interview and a Q&A session with Stillman.  

Saturday June 18
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RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK: THE ADAPTATION
USA, 1981-1988, 121 min
Saturday, 3:30 pm - LPCA
In Person: CHRIS STROMPOLOS (Indiana Jones) 
and ERIC ZALA (Belloq)

It’s 1981 and Raiders of the Lost Ark hits the big screen. 
Particularly impressed are Eric Zala, Chris Strompolos and Jayson Lamb—three highly motivated twelve-year 
olds who conceive the impossible: create a shot-for-shot remake of Raiders, stunts and all. It would take them 
seven years. So how do you make a $26 million film on your allowance? Boy Scout uniforms become Nazi cos-
tumes; the Mississippi woods stand-in for the Amazon rainforest; Mom’s basement is transforms into a Tibetan 
tavern (which nearly burns down). The boys’ enthusiasm is a joy to behold, but part of the fun is watching them 
hit puberty. They become young men before our eyes - the actor playing Indy even shared his first-ever kiss 
on-screen with Marion! Raiders: The Adaptation is rarely screened, but always wows the privileged audience. 
After meeting Steven Spielberg, the boys (who are now adults) sold their life story to Paramount Pictures & 
producer Scott Rudin (The Social Network). Oscar-nominated screenwriter Daniel Clowes (Ghost World) com-
pleted the script as a potential project for director Terry Zwigoff (Bad Santa.)  (Alan Hofmanis)

YOUTH ACTING WORKSHOP
With: Kevin Craig West
11 AM Saturday, LPCA

Kevin Craig West - Award winning actor/filmmaker and proud member of SAG, AF-
TRA and AEA. When not on camera or stage, he enjoys producing, directing, writing 
and coaching. He also enjoys sharing his talents as a teacher/artist and has worked 
with many Arts in Education groups including Theatre for a New Audience, Only 
Make Believe, and Symphony Space. Kevin is the owner of the production com-
pany, MoBetta Films and is co-founder and owner of the premiere on-camera actor 
training company in NY’s Capital Region, Experience The Studio. Kevin is an advi-
sory board member of Lake Placid Film Forum as well as WAM Theatre, President of 
Upstate Independents and Assistant Director of FilmColumbia Festival.

A Youth On-Camera Acting Class:
Learn the subtle but necessary differences to give honest, 
believable on-camera performances. Participants will be filmed 
and get to watch playback so that they can assess their work.  
For ages 10-16.

NEW YORK SHORT FILM CONCERT
Saturday, 1 PM - LPCA

A touring exhibition of the world’s best short films from 
the past and present now in it’s 31st season, the New 
York Short Film Concert is presented by Asbury Shorts 
and the Lake Placid Film Forum and is filled with hilari-
ous, innovative, animated and live action short films.

THE SAINTS ARE COMING
A work-in-progress film
Dir.: Jeffrey Chudzinsky

Saturday, 1 PM - 
Northwood School

Chudzinsky documents the St. Lawrence University 
hockey team as they rise to meet the challenges (con-
cussions, knee-injuries) through the 2010-11 season.  

THE LAST DAYS OF DISCO
Written and Directed by Whit Stillman

Cast: Kate Beckinsale, Chloe Sevigny, Chris Eigeman
USA, 1998 113 min  Saturday, 8:30 pm - LPCA

Dogfight will be followed with a Q&A and 
scenes from Nancy Savoca’s forthcoming 
film, Union Square, starring Mira Sorvino.



Saturday June 18

Friday June 17

PANEL DISCUSSION
Saturday, June 18, 10 AM LPCA

A NEW YORK STATE OF MIND...New York city locations and other unique parts of New York 
State have provided inspiration for some of our best filmmakers, including the late Sidney 
Lumet, Martin Scorsese and Woody Allen. Our panelists will discuss why location matters as 
much in filmmaking as in real estate.

Moderator: Jerry Stoeffhaas, Deputy Director of the New York State Office of Motion Pictures 
and Television

Panelists:  Whit Stillman, Nancy Savoca, Allan Nicholls, Kathleen Carroll 
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SLEEPLESS IN LAKE PLACID COMPETITION FINALS
Friday 8:45 PM - LPCA

After a grueling 24 hour filmmaking spree, the stu-
dents and audience sit back to watch the fruits of 
their labors.  Each of the five participating schools will 
present their ten minute short films which was writ-
ten, shot, and edited in only one day. The Judges for 
this year’s competition are James Tolkan, Paul Hard-
art and Allan Nicholls.  This jury will select one film 
to earn the Robin Pell Award.  The audience will then 
deliberate for the presentation of the awards for Best 
Actor and Best Actress.
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                                                            NORTH COUNTRY SHORTS

For the third year, regional filmmakers have sent in their 
works for consideration.  This year we are pleased to present 
those love stories, tales of loss and misadventure, displays of 
triumph, and wild hilarity which have sprung from the minds 
of filmmakers hailing from (or shooting in) the North Country.  
Selections: Organ, by Michael Fisher; Exploring the Adiron-
dacks, by Josh Clement; Alfred, or The Story of a Wonderfish, 
by Mathieu Rigot; Beneath the Same Sky, by Dan Masucci; 
Chicken Feed, by Kevin Craig West; The Play Front, by Andrea 
Kraft; The Beauty Inside, by Kevin Craig West.             (TJB)

THE BLOOD IN THIS TOWN
Written and Directed by Art Jones
USA, 2010  80 min
Sunday, 12:00 pm - Lake Placid Center for the Arts

 
“It’s a place of nobodies, but you get to be a somebody,” says a col-
lege student in trying to explain why he’s reluctant to leave “the only 
ugly town in Vermont.” It’s true Rutland lacks the touristy charm of 
most Vermont towns. With 30 houses in foreclosure and few available 
jobs the residents of Rutland had every reason to just give up and 
move away. But as writer-director Art Jones demonstrates in this  de-
lightfully upbeat documentary, Rutlanders took charge of their own 
destiny by joining together and coming up with projects that would 
boost the local economy. As further proof of their community spirit, 
a surprising number of them participated in a Red Cross Blood Drive. 
        (KC)
This screening will be followed by a discussion with Art Jones and a 
group of distinguished panelists, listed here:

Sunday June 19

Paul Gallo (Rutland Creative Economy)
Michael Smith (Pine Hill Park)
Steve Costello (Central Vermont Public Service 
& Coach for the Gift-of-Life Marathon)
Tara Kelly (Rutland Area Farm & Food Link)
Kate Fish (Lake Placid Green Team & Executive 
Director, Adirondack North Country Associa-
tion)
Gail Brill (Adirondack Green Circle)

With A 
Special 
Community-
Building 
Forum
After The 
Film


